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In the news 


E Jesse Duplantis, a Loui- 
siana-based prosperity gos- 
pel televangelist, is asking 
disciples to “pray about 
becoming a partner” to his 
mission to obtain a $54 mil- 
lion private jet, saying Jesus 
Christ “wouldn’t be riding 
a donkey” today — “he’d be 
in an airplane flying all over 
the world.” 


E Andrew Emery, 9, 
spent two hours at a truck 
dealership in Greenwood, 
S.C., selling lemonade and 
#TeamDylan T-shirts to 
raise $5,860 to help his par- 
ents pay medical bills for his 
infant brother, Dylan, who 
has a rare and often fatal 
neurological condition. 


E Steve Aldrich, police 
chief in Holly Hill, Fla., said 
pizza shop worker Heriber- 
to Feliciano was likely jus- 
tified in fatally shooting a 
man wearing a clown mask 
who attacked Feliciano as he 
locked up for the night. 


E Christian Bales, vale- 
dictorian at a Catholic high 
school in Covington, Ky., 
was barred by the diocese 
from giving his commence- 
ment address because it was 
not in keeping with Catho- 
lic teachings, but he used a 
bullhorn after the ceremony 
to give his speech about the 
power of students to change 
the world. 


E Tamara Malphurs, 
a captain with the beach 
safety and rescue team in 
Volusia County, Fla., said 
a 52-year-old Mount Dora 
man was doing some catch- 
and-release fishing in Ponce 
Inlet when he reeled in and 
then freed a 3-foot lemon 
shark that promptly turned 
and nipped him in the foot 
before swimming away. 


E jeff Nawfel, a fire 
captain in Wells, Maine, 
climbed a ladder and got a 
couple of wet kisses before 
he was able to coax a strand- 
ed husky back into a house 
after the dog made its way 
through an upstairs window 
onto the roof. 


Hi Jenn Thomas, director 
of an animal shelter in Ross 
County, Ohio, said she’s 
received nearly 100 appli- 
cations from people who 
want to adopt a 5-month-old 
puppy that was found in a 
cage with “Free” and “Good 
home only” scrawled in per- 
manent marker on its fur. 


E Hugh Clements, police 
chief in Providence, R.I., 
said a 45-year-old man who 
was “fooling around” trying 
to ride an escalator rail at a 
shopping mall lost his bal- 
ance, fell one floor and died 
when he hit his head on a 
food court table. 


E John Boyle, a Boston po- 
lice sergeant, said an inves- 
tigation is underway after a 
woman drove her car a half- 
mile to a police substation 
after finding a bloody goat 
head on the hood along with 
a photo of herself tucked 
under a windshield-wiper 
blade. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Partly cloudy, chance 


of showers. 
High 93, light 


southwest 
winds. 
Tonight Partly 
cloudy. 
Low 74. 
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Beachcomber’s barricade 


Mindy Borkson of Hollywood, Fla., steps through a bed of seaweed Tuesday that was washed 
ashore by Subtropical Storm Alberto at Dr. Von D. Mizell-Eula Johnson State Park in Dania 
Beach, Fla. “I have never seen it like this,” said Borkson, who often collects shells and coral 
at the park. Remnants of Alberto moved toward the nation’s interior Tuesday, leaving scattered 
flooding and downed trees in its path. 


N. Korean negotiator set 
to meet Pompeo in NYC 
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BEIJING — North Korea’s 
top nuclear weapons negotia- 
tor headed Tuesday for New 
York to meet with Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo, as of- 
ficials raced 
RUSSIA PROBE to settle on an 
amounts to agenda for a 
‘meddling’ in June 12 meet- 
midterm vote, ing in Singa- 
Trump tweets. pore between 
Page 4A. the leaders of 
the U.S. and 


North Korea. 

President Donald Trump 
said on Twitter that Kim 
Yong Chol — one of the 
most trusted aides to leader 
Kim Jong Un — was “heading 
now to New York.” Referring 
to the moves made since he 
canceled the on-again, off- 
again summit, the president 
added, “Solid response to my 


F 


AP/EVAN VUCCI 


President Donald Trump confers with Vice President Mike Pence 
outside the Oval Office on Tuesday before Trump boarded Marine 
One on his way to a campaign event in Nashville, Tenn. 


letter, thank you!” 

Kim Yong Chol will meet 
with Pompeo in New York 
this week, White House press 
secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said Tuesday. 


The former intelligence 
chief, who is 72, has been at 
the side of the North Kore- 
an leader, 34, during a recent 
whirl of diplomacy, meeting 

See KOREA, Page 4A 


U.S. justices 
refuse to hear 
abortion case 


Denial allows state to enact 
restrictions on use of pills 


LINDA SATTER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


The U.S. Supreme Court’s 
refusal Tuesday to hear a dis- 
pute over a 2015 Arkansas 
law effectively puts an im- 
mediate end to pill-induced 
abortions statewide. It also 
gives Arkansas the distinc- 
tion of being the first state 
in the country to, in essence, 
ban medication abortions. 

In late December, Planned 
Parenthood asked the na- 
tion’s highest court to review 
an 8th USS. Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruling that dissolved 
a preliminary injunction is- 
sued by a federal judge in 
Little Rock. The March 14, 
2016, injunction prevented 
the state from enforcing a 
new law — Act 577 of 2015 
— that requires providers of 
medication abortions to con- 
tract with a second doctor 
who holds hospital admitting 
privileges. 

While legislators said the 
law was enacted to protect 


JUSTICES LIMIT no-warrant 
searches by police. Page 5A. 


women, Planned Parenthood 
said its real purpose was to 
put its clinics — one each in 
Little Rock and Fayetteville 
— out of business. The clin- 
ics have provided medica- 
tion-induced abortions along 
with other services such as 
birth control, cancer screen- 
ing and treatment of sexual- 
ly transmitted diseases. The 
only other clinic in the state 
that performs abortions — 
Little Rock Family Planning 
Services — has provided 
both medication-induced 
and surgical abortions. 

US. District Judge Kris- 
tine Baker’s injunction was 
allowed to remain in place 
while the appeal was pend- 
ing. But with the high court’s 
rejection of the case Tuesday, 
without explanation, the 2015 
law is now set to go into ef- 


See ABORTION, Page 5A 


U.S. renews threat 
of tariffs on China 


Move seen as nod to lawmakers, 
attempt to gain advantage in talks 
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WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump’s ad- 
ministration on Tuesday re- 
newed its threat to impose 25 
percent tariffs on $50 billion 
of Chinese goods in retalia- 
tion for what it says are Chi- 
na’s unfair trade practices. 

The White House also 
said it would place new re- 
strictions on Chinese invest- 
ment into the United States 
and limit U.S. exports of 
high-tech goods to China. 

The announcements 


came just over a week after 
trade tensions between the 
world’s two largest econo- 
mies had seemingly eased. 
Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said May 20 that 
the trade conflict was “on 
hold.” Mnuchin’s comments 
followed a commitment by 
China to significantly in- 
crease its purchases of U.S. 
farm goods and energy prod- 
ucts, such as natural gas. 
Commerce Secretary Wil- 
bur Ross is scheduled to visit 
China on Saturday to negoti- 
ate the details of that agree- 


See TARIFFS, Page 4A 


Bayer gets 


DAVID McLAUGHLIN, 
LYDIA MULVANY 
AND NAOMI KRESGE 
BLOOMBERG NEWS 

Bayer AG won U.S. an- 
titrust approval for its $66 
billion takeover of Monsanto 
Co., clearing the last major 
regulatory hurdle to forming 
the world’s biggest seed and 
agricultural-chemicals pro- 


USS. antitrust OK for takeover of Monsanto 


vider after a nearly two-year 
review. 

The companies reached 
a settlement with the Justice 
Department that resolves the 
government’s concerns that 
the merger as initially struc- 
tured would harm consum- 
ers and farmers, the U.S. said 
in a statement Tuesday. The 
agreement requires the sale 


of assets to BASF SE that Bay- 
er has previously announced. 
The divestiture package is 
worth about $9 billion, the 
largest in a U.S. merger en- 
forcement case, the govern- 
ment said. 

“America’s farm system is 
of critical importance to our 
economy, to our food system, 
and to our way of life,” Makan 


Delrahim, the head of the de- 
partment’s antitrust division, 
said in a call with reporters. 
“American farmers and con- 
sumers rely on head-to-head 
competition between Bayer 
and Monsanto.” 

For Bayer, acquiring Mon- 
santo is the last step in a cor- 
porate transformation as the 
154-year-old company shed 


its plastics business and re- 
made itself as a life-science 
company with equally sized 
health and agriculture units. 
Once the deal goes through, 
three global behemoths — 
Bayer-Monsanto, DowDu- 
Pont and China National — 
will dominate the world’s ag- 
riculture industry, a prospect 

See BAYER, Page 2A 


Thin crowds 


cast shadow 


over future of RiverFest 


BRANDON RIDDLE 
ARKANSAS ONLINE 
AND RYAN TARINELLI 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

The director of Little 
Rock’s revived RiverFest says 
the latest iteration didn’t live 
up to crowd forecasts and 
that the company needs to 
regroup before it makes a de- 
cision on the event’s future. 

“Tt was not what we ex- 
pected,” event director Jack 
Daniels said Tuesday of the 
three-day festival held Fri- 
day through Sunday along 
the Arkansas River. “We’re 
really grateful for the folks 
that did come out.” 

Memphis-based Universal 
Fairs had hoped that as many 
as 10,000 people would turn 
out each day, but the crowd 


fell short of that projection, 
Daniels said. 

“We were somewhat 
close to that but didn’t hit the 
mark,” he said, adding that 
official figures hadn’t been 
tallied. 

Daniels said the future 
of RiverFest will be deter- 
mined once Universal Fairs 
regroups. 

“From a nuts-and-bolts 
standpoint ... I think for us 
to really continue to have 
[RiverFest], we need more 
engagement and involve- 
ment from the community,” 
Daniels said. 

He attributed the lower 
turnout — to a degree — to 
having a shorter time frame 
to book musicians. Organiz- 


See RIVERFEST, Page 5A 
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First Security Amphitheater was nearly empty during the early RiverFest music acts Saturday at Little 
Rock’s Riverfront Park. Organizers’ expectations of 10,000 people each day “were somewhat close” but fell 
short, event director Jack Daniels said Tuesday, adding that the short time frame to book acts didn't help. 


